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bra^e and conspicuous plumage. Apparently
wh8n it is attempted to upset this world-old law
of precedence, and the female is clothed in the
plumage and perquisites of the male, she fails.
She> all too often becomes a cocotte in France, a
divorcee in America. It somehow takes away
from the fairest bloom of womanhood when she
struts the stage of the world, when, spectatum
vcniunt, veniunt spectentur id ips&. It is cer-
tainly not for their health, it may be doubted if it
be for their happiness, to shift the burden of even
social preeminence to the shoulders of women.

It has come about in America by easy and
natural stages. We have amassed in a few years
great wealth with no traditions behind it and no
weight of responsibility upon it to keep it steady.
It is too new to be left to take care of itself, and
the energies of the men are devoted to keeping,
controlling and adding to it. Very few of the
men who have it, most of their fathers, and
"nearly all of their grandfathers, have, and had,
no other resources. That is the only game they
knew or know. But it must be spent. It cannot
be saSi-of us by our worst enemy that we Amer-
icans are misers. Palaces, and steam yachts,
and motor cars, and equipages, clothes and
pocket money are provided for, or should one be
more accurate in saying, piled upon, the women